Nurse-initiated retinoblastoma service in New Zealand.
A diagnosis of retinoblastoma is devastating not only for the parents of the children but also for the ophthalmic staff who are involved in the provision of care. In Auckland, New Zealand, the Ophthalmology Department provides specialist ophthalmic care for children and their families diagnosed with retinoblastoma. It became clear to nurses with an interest in retinoblastoma that the service provided was not meeting the needs of patients and families, particularly since the numbers had increased over the past two years. Improving our service was essential, but it had to be done in a cost-effective way. We have been successful in implementing a dedicated support network and service for these patients and families with very little additional resources, and we are extremely proud of these achievements.